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I’d been using a Samsung Galaxy Player 4 for music player and also for a few apps, e.g., calendar, contacts, shopping list. It had wifi capability and access to Google Play Store. Recently the battery started discharging completely every couple of days. Fortunately, it didn’t lose data but did lose all settings. Replacing the battery didn’t help.

A basic mp3 player wouldn’t give me the capabilities I wanted. I could have used my cell phone, but not ready to put all of my information and music on one device.   

Samsung no longer markets the Galaxy Player (at least not in the U.S.) and I didn’t want to pay hundreds of dollars for a replacement device. My criteria were: 4” screen, 8Gb storage, microSD card slot, 1Gb memory, wifi, and Google Play Store. My search led me to no-contract phones. Unfortunately, the specs are not generally listed on the packaging so I needed to do research before going to the store. Since I had a pretty well-defined list of apps, and didn’t anticipate adding a lot of new apps, I decided a device with 4Gb storage would probably be okay. 

I purchased a no-contract phone for about $80. Make/model of phone I chose isn’t important as any device that meets your criteria and has decent reviews should work. Since I was not going to activate the phone capability I wasn’t concerned about which service provider the phone worked with. 

The phone I chose has Bluetooth which I had not included in my search criteria but allows me to connect to a Bluetooth speaker. It also has a rear facing camera with flash. A front facing camera would have been nice for Skype, but I forgot to check for that.  

I was able to back up data from the apps on the Samsung Galaxy Player to a computer and was quickly able to get the new device set up with my favorite apps and data. 
I turned the Airplane Mode on to disable the 3G service but can still turn wifi on/off as needed. 

The device only has about 2Gb user accessible storage so I decided to add a microSD card for music, pictures, etc. I had a small microSD card in the Samsung Player and could have used that but decided to purchase a 32Gb microSD card (which was the highest capacity for the device).  

I probably could have copied music from the smaller to the larger card but decided this was a good opportunity to re‑select music. The phone was connected to a computer via USB cable to synch music from Windows Media Player. While all the selected music was synched to the microSD card, the Google Play Music app only displayed songs that were in mp3 format and most of my music is in wma format. Windows Media Player used to convert from wma to mp3 when synching but apparently that isn’t available in Windows Media Player 12 and I didn’t want to run all the music through a 3rd party converter. 

I researched some of the music apps available in the Google Play Store and settled on Rocket Player. The free version doesn’t play wma files but after testing Rocket Player functionality with some mp3 files, decided it would work and paid $3.99 for the Pro version which does play wma. Rocket Player admits it doesn’t have a good solution for managing album art. I tried a couple of 3rd party apps but they didn’t work well either. If having album art is important, and depending on how you ripped the music to your computer, the music folders on your computer may contain three different album art .jpg files (have to view hidden files and protected operating system files to see them). 
I copied the AlbumArtSmall.jpg file from the computer to the corresponding album folder on the SD card and renamed it to AlbumArt.jpg (which appears to be the Rocket Player default).  After disconnecting the device and viewing in Rocket Player, the album art was displayed. If you have hundreds of albums, that may not be a workable solution.  

The only other app I’ve added is a flashlight app. 

I’ve been using the no-contract phone with my select set of apps and for playing music for a couple months and it has proven to be a good option at a reasonable price. 

 

